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November 3, 1993

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU ATHLETIC DIRECTOR RESIGNS
CHARLESTON, IL-- Eastern Illinois University Athletic Director Mike Ryan today announced that he is resigning from the
university as of Dec. 1 to pursue other interests.
Ryan said, "This would appear to be the optimum time both
personally and professionally for this move . Those who know me
are aware of my other personal interests . There are several
distinct possibilities on the horizon which fit in with these
interests. Since some of these involve others who are not at
liberty to divulge their own participation at this time, it would
not be pruqent to discuss anything in detail."
Upon Ryan's annou ncement, Eastern President David Jorns
said, "I have enjoyed my association with Mike and wish him the
very best in his career. "
Jorns said he will be meeting with all athletic department
personnel to discuss nami ng an acting ath letic director and will
immediately commence a search for a permanent replacement for
Ryan. Jorns said he hopes to have the position filled by the end
of the spring semester.
As to the timing of his resignation, Ryan said, "Profes-more-
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sionally, we have completed our Title IX gender equity review and
now it is a matter of waiting for the official response. In
addition, we are laying the groundwork for our NCAA certification
process and the North Central Association accreditation, as well
as our own gender equity self-study.
"From a personal standpoint, I feel comfortable with having
gotten these projects off the ground. However, I would not feel
right departing at some point down the line while these undertakings are still unresolved. Therefore, I think it is best to
make a natural break around the end of the semester."
In looking back on his achievements, Ryan said, "We have
accomplished some good things over the past four and a half
years, such as our financial stability through increased success
of the Panther Club and selective contest scheduling, as well as
our corporate sponsorship program. Additionally, we have had key
upgrades at some of our facilities and our sports budgets have
shown modest increases at a time when most institutions are
backsliding."
In addition to overseeing the university's 19 men's and
women's sports, Ryan has taught intelligence/espionage and
military history in Eastern's history department and for the
School of Adult and Continuing Education. He has also published
several intelligence related articles.
Prior to coming to Eastern, Ryan was associate athletic
-more-
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director at New Mexico State where he also coached the 1988
baseball team to a 40-18 record. That team set 50 school records.
Before that, he was director of public relations for the Houston
Astros (1981-85), sports information director at New Mexico State
(1979-1981), director of public relations for the San Diego
Padres (1974-78), sports information director at Colorado State
(1972-1974) and San Diego State (1969-72).
As to his immediate plans, Ryan said he plans to spend some
time in the weeks ahead on some personal projects. "I honestly
cannot remember when I last had time for my own interests. The
position has been, for the most part, all-consuming and a break
will be most welcome."
-30-

